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periods only for handguns.
In addition, several other
states, including Connecticut, Maryland and Massachusetts, require buyers of at least some types
of guns to obtain permits
first, sometimes including completion of safety
classes. Those restrictions
can function like waiting
periods.
Oklahoma has no law
mandating a waiting period,
but some Democratic lawmakers called for a special
session of the Legislature to
address it among other gun
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school officials describe as
a ball of energy with a smile
that lights up the world
around him.
School officials also say
with his autism, Payton has
had challenges daily that test
his heart and his mind. Decisions are never easy, and
reactions are never routine,
but Payton has worked hard
to be where he is today. At
school he has grown leaps
and bounds, making connections with students and
staff, and pushing himself
out of his comfort zones. He
is a hard worker in school
and earns top grades in every subject.
Payton is a student of martial arts and is currently a
second-degree brown belt.
He is also a member of the
high school track team, a big
fan of music, dancing, food,
jokes, and life.

Itchel Lopez Valverde,
Ferndale High School
Lopez Valverde has
been a student with Ferndale Uniﬁed School District
since kindergarten. Her parents immigrated from Mexico when her oldest brother
was 2 years old. Lopez Valverde was doing very well in
school up until second grade
when her parents divorced,
and then things got difficult
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violence measures after the
Tulsa shooting.
“Oklahoma students will
be in school in two months,”
said House Minority Leader
Emily Virgin. “If we fail to
act before then, it will be
because the Legislature
has no will to do so. That’s
something that I hope all
Oklahomans are paying attention to.”
They suggested a waiting period on ﬁrearms purchases, raising the state’s
minimum age for purchasing weapons from 18 to 21,
and a “red flag” law, allowing guns to be temporarily seized from people
who might pose a danger
to themselves or others.
Those proposals are likely

to go nowhere in a GOPcontrolled Legislature that
has for years pushed for
loosening state gun laws.
Republican Gov. Kevin
Stitt, who is running for
reelection, said last week
after the Texas shooting
that it was too soon to talk
about ﬁrearms policy.
Florida stands out as a
Republican-led state that
imposed gun restrictions
after a mass shooting. In
2018, after a shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland left
14 students and three staff
members dead, then-Gov.
Rick Scott signed legislation that included a threeday waiting period and raising the minimum age to buy

riﬂes from 18 to 21.
Scott, now a U.S. senator,
“encourages all states to
look at the action he took in
Florida to determine what
works best for their state,”
his communications director, McKinley Lewis, said in
an email Friday.
Nationally, about onethird of mass shooters
purchased a gun within a
month of their crimes, said
James Densley, co-founder
of The Violence Project, a
nonpartisan research group
that tracks mass shootings
dating back to 1966.
According to a 2017 Harvard Business School review, waiting period laws
that delay the purchase
of ﬁrearms by a few days

reduce gun homicides by
roughly 17%. But Sam Paredes, executive director of
Gun Owners of California,
called waiting periods “an
ineffective policy to try to
affect gun crime.”
“The big concern we have
is when people want to exercise their right to bear arms,
especially when they’re a
ﬁrst-time gun user, they’re
delayed in their ability to
get the tools that they need
to protect themselves,” Paredes said.
Daniel Webster, co-director of the Center for Gun Violence Solutions at Johns
Hopkins’ Bloomberg School
of Public Health, said waiting periods are important,
and it’s obvious to him why

more states don’t require
them: Many ﬁrearm laws,
he said, are “written by people who sell guns.”
Supporters say requiring several days or even a
week or more between the
purchase and delivery of a
gun provides an important
“cooling off” time for someone who is angry or contemplating suicide.
Rhode Island Attorney
General Peter Neronha said
that’s one reason his state
has a seven-day waiting
period. It also is intended
to give law enforcement
enough time to complete a
thorough background check,
especially when police chiefs
are getting a lot of gun purchase applications.

for her.
The loss of a close friend
in a car accident and her father’s problems led Lopez
Valverde into a depression
and her grades began to slip.
The distance learning associated with the COVID-19 pandemic was also a setback for
her mental health
School officials say
throughout high school Lopez Valverde has struggled
with depression and loss,
but that she has always been
great at reaching out for help
when at her lowest point. Every year has presented a major loss for her, but she never
gave up. Her senior year has
been going very well, she has
worked hard for good grades,
her health is under control,
and she is planning on seeing
her dad this summer.
Lopez Valverde is planning to attend College of the
Redwoods in the fall and her
goal is to go into law and become a criminal defense attorney.

erage despite the struggles
she had outside of school
Chester moved in with her
older sister and family but
that was in a different school
district. Chester wanted to
ﬁnish high school with her
friends in Fortuna, so she
would ride public transportation one hour each way every school day.
Chester has a 4.2 GPA and
is planning to attend Sacramento State University and
major in nursing. School officials say her decision to dedicate her life to serving others is no surprise to anyone
who knows this dedicated,
strong-willed and resilient
young woman.

ance they’ve received over
the years from caring adults
and family members,” McConnell added. “In Julia’s case I
think it’s some of both.”
Dawn Julia Jessica Grant
is the daughter of Dawn Donahue and Joseph Grant

man year, he moved back
to Humboldt County to live
with his mom and attend
Northern Humboldt United
Charter School, where Hernandez said, “I had another
chance to do better.”
During his sophomore
yea,r he worked to catch
up to grade level. Hernandez said, “I cut off everyone
that would sidetrack me and
for the longest time I was focused on me and my school.”
He joined boxing because it
helped him deal with his anger and other emotions. He
also writes stories, poetry,
and music to help him reﬂect
on what he calls his negative
energy.
His philosophy is that no
matter what goes on in our
lives that slows us down; no
matter how behind we are,
we can get back up and get
it done.
Hernandez said, “No one
thought I was going to be
as successful as I am. I am
the only one on my dad’s
side that is actually getting
a diploma for high school,”
he added. “I made a lot of
mistakes, but mistakes can
be turned into beautiful
things.”

Lyndsee Brewer, South
Fork High School

Jayne Chester, Fortuna
High School
Chester grew up in a home
where there were drug and
alcohol problems and lived
much of her life in what she
calls survival mode. Despite
this, Chester was determined
to beat the odds and not allow the cycle to continue.
She attended school, was
involved in sports, and got
good grades. School officials
describe Chester as above av-

Dawn Julia Grant,
Hoopa Valley High
School
School officials say from a
young age Grant has known
that education would be
her way to a better life. Her
mathematical giftedness has
opened doors for her success and achievement. She
is ranked third in her class
with a cumulative GPA of
3.8. She will be attending UC
Berkeley in the fall.
Hoopa Valley High School
Guidance Counselor Sydney
McConnell said, “As educators we have learned that although a student may have
a high ACEs score, this does
not define whether or not
they will be successful. Sometimes they are just born resilient and sometimes it’s guid-
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Feeling like you paid too
much in taxes this year?
Contact your financial advisor today to
learn about investing strategies that
could benefit you.

Cody Lackey,
McKinleyville High
School
Lackey will be attending
Cal Poly Humboldt and taking classes in the ﬁre management program. He hopes
someday to be a battalion
chief with Cal Fire, with
dreams of bringing traditional knowledge (part of
Lackey’s heritage is Karuk)
surrounding ﬁre suppression
and forest ﬁre management
to this organization.
School officials say over
his four years in high school,
Lackey’s interests and skills
have evolved. He started in
remedial English but soon
excelled and has always
been a very strong math
student. Now, he is ranked
in the top 20% of his class
with a 3.88 GPA. Additionally, he is earning a Career
Tech Pathway Certiﬁcate in
metal fabrication as well as
completing his college readiness requirements. And he
currently works part-time
at Grooms Construction as
a carpenter and played four
years of baseball for MHS.
Sadly, in October of last
year, Lackey’s uncle was lost
during a hunting trip and
has been missing ever since.
While it has been troubling
for Lackey and his family to
not have closure in this, he
has not given over to sadness. Rather, he has been devoted to keeping his grades
up, playing his ﬁnal season
of baseball, and learning as
much carpentry as possible
at his construction job. College and career goals were
important to his uncle, and
after his loss, Lackey was determined to honor his advice.

Haven Hernandez,
Northern United
Humboldt Charter
School
When Hernandez was in
seventh grade, he moved
from Humboldt County to
Southern California to live
with his dad, who was facing
medical problems. He was
caring for his father and not
attending high school regularly. He was also depressed
and suffering from PTSD
and anxiety. After his fresh-

Perry Bailey, St.
Barnard’s Academy
When Bailey was a junior
in high school his father died
a sudden and violent death.
Bailey said, “The word ‘challenging’ does not even begin
to describe the event. The
void left by my dad’s death is
felt daily. I try to ﬁll that void
with humor and support for
all my family members.”
With his mom working
full-time to support the family, Bailey took over household chores his father had
previously taken care of.
As the oldest of three children, Bailey became a caretaker for his younger siblings. He was responsible for
his younger brother, making
sure he got to school and extracurriculars, had lunch
and snacks, and cared for
his needs.
Bailey said he is trying to
fulﬁll not only his dreams
but also the ones his father
had for him.
“My dad always believed
my boundaries were limitless and expected the best
from me,” Bailey said. “He
wanted me to go to college
so I could have a better life
than he did, and his passing forced me to focus more
on my future and my education.”

Jason Caria, CPA, becomes a
Principal Hunter, Hunter & Hunt, LLP
Eureka, CA (May 27, 2022) - Hunter, Hunter &
Hunt, LLP is pleased to announce that Jason
Caria, CPA, has been promoted to a Principal
in the firm. Hunter, Hunter & Hunt is a regional
accounting and consulting firm in Eureka, CA.
Jason began working at Hunter, Hunter &
Hunt, LLP in January 2014, shortly after
receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration with an emphasis in Accounting
from Humboldt State University. Immediately
after graduation, he spent the summer in
Japan with his wife, Alice. After returning to the
area, he rejoined the team and has thoroughly
enjoyed his time working with the HHH team
over the past 8 years. Jason received his
CPA license in 2020 and values his time
working with local businesses and his fellow
community members.

Brandon G Kakitsuka
Financial Advisor

1533 City Center Road
Mckinleyville, CA 95519
707-839-2191
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Jason enjoys many
different outdoor
activities, such
as but not limited
to biking, hiking,
camping and fishing.
In addition, he is
an avid sports fan
and enjoys following
many of the local
sports teams,
including the
San Francisco Giants.

Brewer had childhood cancer when she was 9-monthsold, resulting in the removal
of a tumor and one of her
kidneys. She also underwent chemotherapy. Then at
age 5, scar tissue from the tumor removal surgery caused
additional medical problems.
Since then, she has had constant checkups and medical procedures and travels
to Stanford to monitor her
health.
School officials say Brewer’s medical condition has
not stopped her from reaching great heights in academics, sports, and in her character. She has taken South
Fork High School’s most rigorous course of studies, including Advanced Placement
and College of the Redwood
classes. She is at the top of
her graduating class and has
received Honor Roll, Highest
Honor Roll, and Scholar-Athlete all four years.
Brewer is an accomplished, masterful, and dedicated athlete. She has been
a member of the varsity softball and soccer teams all four
years of high school. She is
a standout goalie and has
been Humboldt-Del Norte
All-County, Most Valuable
Player, and Team Captain
three years for soccer. This
year she is captain of her
softball team. She has been
recognized for her outstanding sportsmanship.
Brewer has been very involved in her school and
the greater community.
She has been an officer for
the school’s Associated Student Body and has dedicated
many hours of community service. She is known
for her kindness, positivity,
and willingness to collaborate with her classmates and
the school staff on countless
projects
Brewer has been accepted
at Sonoma State University and will enroll in the
Hutchins liberal studies program to become a teacher.
She strongly believes that
she is at her best when helping others and wishes to do
so for children.

Melinda WallaceOchoa, Zoe Barnum
High School
School officials say Wallace-Ochoa has enjoyed a
lot of success at school and
has been a delight on campus. When she ﬁrst arrived
at the school, she was not the
person she is today.
In January of this year,
she came to school as a new
person. School officials say
it was seemingly overnight
that she became a strong
self-advocate and had developed an incredible willingness to persevere. She has
become more conﬁdent, a
model student, and a role
model for others.
She completed her schoolwork necessary to graduate,
held down a part-time job,
completed an internship at
Sequoia Human Society and
was the leader of the blood
drive at the school.
Zoe Barnum High School
math and science teacher
Michelle Mayo said, “Melinda is a motivated student
who excels in completing academic and research-based
projects.”
Zoe Barnum High School
art teacher Kristy Agliolo
said, “Melinda is a natural
leader who is empathetic
of/towards others and always willing to give a helping hand.”
Wallace-Ochoa has several suggestions to others
who are trying to overcome
challenges.
“Use your own will to accomplish things,” she said.
“People can determine their
own future (and) lots of
things get in the way, but
they aren’t the big picture.”

